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State History Museum

The State History Museum is the largest historical museum in Russia. It is
situated at the northern end of Red Square in the heart of Moscow. What once was the
Principal Medicine Store now houses a huge collection A
the Stone Age. It was founded in 1872 and opened to the public in 1883. The
museum is housed in a neo-Russian style building, B,

It is one of the most prominent buildings in Red Square, Each room is in the style
of a different period or region. The walls in some rooms are decorated in the style
of Russian churches.

The impressive collection of the State History Museum includes relics of
prehistoric tribes C present-day Russia. The exhibits
about medieval Russia are excellent. Several rooms of this period cover the
Mongol invasions D,

The 2nd floor is dedicated to the Impenal period. The exhibits include
personal items of the royal family members, furniture and decoration from the
palace interiors. There are also various pieces of artworks and documents from the
era. Specific rooms are dedicated to the reigns of various tsars. An unexpected
highlight is an exhibition E by examining the growing
network of roads and how people travelled in the past. The State History Museum
has also the country’s largest coin collection, the 6th-century manuscripts and
artworks F during their reign.

and the consolidation of the Russian state
and cave paintings of prehistoric times

which is an attraction in its own right
addressing the expansion of the Russian Empire
that were collected by the Romanov dynasty
covering Russian history since the time of

that once inhabited the big territory of
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Agatha Christie’s secret life as an archaeologist

She is one of the best-known crime writers of all time, but few know the
extent of Agatha Christie’s archacological pedigree. What can we discover if we
dig into her past?

Married in 1930 to Max Mallowan, an eminent archacologist, Christie
spent two decades living on excavation sites in the Middle East, writing her crime
novels and helping out with her husband’s work. Travel by boat and on the Orient
Express to Cairo, Damascus and Baghdad provided ideas for some of Christie’s
best-known works of detective fiction, including “Murder on the Orient Express”,
“Death on the Nile”, and “Murder in Mesopotamia”.

Now, 3,000-year-old ivory artifacts recovered by Mallowan between 1949
and 1963 from the ancient city of Nimrud, in what is now Iraq, and likely cleaned
by his famous wife using cotton wool buds and face cream, are currently on
display at the British Museum in London, “Face cream in fact is quite a good thing
to clean (artifacts) with, Obviously conservators now wouldn’t use that, but I don’t
think it has done (the pieces) any harm,” he claimed, adding that in fact it was
quite resourceful of Christie to think of applying her Innoxa face cream to the
fragile, dirty pieces. “Agatha, who was very conscious of being fifteen years older
than her husband, travelled everywhere with her moisturiser and it was just the
right consistency for cleaning artifacts,” said Henrietta McCall, the author of “The
Life of Max Mallowan: Archacology and Agatha Christie.”

Christie’s interest in archacology, according to McCall, went deeper than
support for her husband’s work and even formed the backdrop to works such as
“Murder in Mesopotamia”, in which the culprit turns out to be an archacologist.
Several of the characters in the book can be traced to the people Christie knew
from a dig in Ur in what is modern Iraq, including the murder victim, which
MeCall believes is based on the wife of archacologist Leonard Woolley. “She
made a wonderful quote on archacology and crime detection, that they are very
similar because you have to clear away the debris to reveal the shining truth,” said
MeCall. And Christie’s elaborate plotting ard (clug biiilding came in handy when
piecing together broken artifacts.

According to the archacologist Charlotte Trumpler, “Christie was of course
fascinated by puzzles, using little archacoldgical fragments, and she had a gift for
piecing them logethel very panent]y " Trumpler co-curated a 2001-2 travelling
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Gorky Park

Gorky Park in Moscow is one of the best recreational places. Moscow’s
main city escape is not a conventional expanse of nature preserved inside the urban
jungle. Tt is not a fun fair either, A . Tts official name
says it all — Gorky’s Central Park of Culture and Leisure. That is exactly what it
provides: culture and leisure in all shapes and forms. It especially attracts those
B . However, people who prefer peaceful places can
sail boats or catamaran or take a walk to Neskuchny Garden, located nearby. Here
one can always find a quiet place.

The first recreational park of Russia was opened on the 12% of August 1928.
It was designed by avant-garde architect Konstantin Melnikov. There were
exhibition pavilions, tennis courts, a decorative pool and attractions for kids. There
was not such a place C . The park was given the name
of famous Soviet writer Maxim Gorky in 1932. Since then it has been called Gorky
Park.

Nowadays, Gorky Park is the central pak of Moscow
D 20 thousand people on weekdays and more than
100 thousand on weekends and holidays. Since 2011 Gorky Park has become the
first world-class amusement park in Russia with space for rest, sport, dancing and
games outside. The park offers free entrance, wi-fi coverage, as well
E . It is a perfect place for an active holiday, with
many things to do. Gorky Park now serves F . a point
of attraction for youth and families.

as newly designed recreational zones
though the park used to be one

who enjoys cultural events and shows
as a true centre of city life

as this park in the world at the time
and is attended by more than

who like fun and entertainment
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British food

Foreigners often laugh at the British. They say, “In Britain you get hot chips
with everything/” But even the British don’t eat chips with their meals. To prove
that, we decided to let you read an extract from a letter written by Pete Phrase, the
chief cook at Daphne’s in London, to his foreign friends.

“..I am always both amused and annoyed when I hear foreign people
criticise British food. “It’s unimaginative,” they say. “It’s boring, it's tasteless with
totally overcooked vegetables.” I have a theory about British cooking, and I was
interested to read that several famous cookery writers agree with me. My theory is
this. Our basic ingredients, when fresh, are so full of flavour that we haven’t had to
invent sauces and complex recipes to disguise their natural taste. What can
compare with fresh peas or new potatoes just boiled (not overboiled) and served
with butter? Why drown spring lamb in wine or cream or yoghurt and spices, when
with just one or two herbs it is absolutely delicious?

If you ask foreigners to name some typically English dishes, they will
probably say “fish and chips™ and then stop. It is disappointing, but true, that there
is no tradition in Britain of eating in restaurants, because our food doesn’t lend
itself to such preparation. British cooking is found in the home, Where it is possible
to time the dishes to perfection. So it is difficult to find a good English restaurant
with reasonable prices.

It is for these reasons that we haven’t exported our dishes, but we have
imported a surprising variety of cuisines from all over the world. In most cities in
Britain yow’ll also find Indian, Chinese, French and Italian restaurants. In London
you'll also find Indonesian, Lebanese, German, Spanish, Mexican, Greek... Cynics
will say that this is because we have no “cuisine” ourselves, but, well, you know
what I think!”

Traditional British food is usually described as plain, conservative and
unvaried. There are many popular jokes about it. “The British Empire was created
as a by-product of generations of desperate Englishmen roaming the world in
search of a decent meal,” remarks American jotrsialist Bill Marsano,

Indeed, classic British dishes are not too dainty, but they are mourishing,
natural and tasty, a lot of attention here is paid to the food quality, Residents of
Great Britain prefer local food to imported products, so-nédrly all fish, milk and
meat products are produced within the country and vegetables are grown by local
farme;





LANGUAGES AND MOBILITY (В11)

European Union citizens have the right to live and work in other member states besides their own country. The European Union (EU) makes it possible for people to go where their jobs are. Knowing other languages is the key to real mobility in the EU, A ___ across the continent.

Learning the local language is not only the key to getting a job in another country, B ___. This often provides a whole new perspective on what it is to be European and on what the EU is creating jointly. The national histories and cultural heritage of the different countries may differ, C ___. Being able to speak to one another raises awareness of what people have in common and at the same time increases mutual respect for cultural differences.

A study undertaken for the European Commission shows D___ through a lack of language skills. This is particularly the case for small and medium-sized enterprises E ___. According to the study, nearly 1 million firms have lost contracts with potential clients in other EU countries because of language barriers. The study also emphasizes the necessity of multilingualism for winning business in world markets. Multilingualism itself is an economic growth sector. In this context, English is the key language, F ___
1 it also creates  bridge to the culture of the local people

2 that EU firms can lose business opportunities

3 but the EU’s collective objectives for the future are closely in tune

4 that are failing to use export opportunities in other EU countries

5 employing native speakers to work in export markets worldwide

6 but the study also stresses the importance of Chinese, Arabic and Russian

7 enabling all EU citizens to take advantage of job and travel opportunities

